NA men show heart at US Nationals

US Club Nationals took place on the Camden River in Cherry Hill, New Jersey from July 16-20th. Rowers from Canada, Mexico and Pakistan also participated, though were not medal eligible. Conditions were very hot, with occasional high winds for the afternoon sessions, generally as a tailwind. 

NA rowers Alan Meininghaus and Jim Rectenwald took fifth place in the Men’s Junior 8+ final as part of the Three Rivers Rowing Association team, with Canaan Colwick and Mark Dissen reaching the semi finals for the same team.

Andrew Spirk reached the semi finals in the Men’s Junior A 4x and the Men’s Junior A 2x while competing for RowPittsburgh.
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Dan Jefferies, rowing for Boston-based Union Boat Club captured bronze in the Men’s Junior A 4x final finishing 7.05 seconds behind Malvern Prep (who lost only twice in the year, to an English quad at Royal Henley in early July and here to the Mexico Rowing Federation boat) and 1.39 seconds behind an Essex club boat featuring long-time foe rowers from the Philadelphia area (McElwee from Bachelors, Morel from Pelham and Leatherwood from Chestnut Hill). Pictured at right is the epic battle they had in the semis with Mexico (top of picture) and Maritime in center, who Union eventually overhauled by a tenth of a second in semis to make the final.
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Dan took a silver medal in the Mens Junior A 2x final finishing 2.58 seconds behind the Essex double of Morel and Leatherwood, with the 3rd place boat from Youth Nationals and a pair of Canadian Under-23 rowers behind.  Dan and his partner, Chris Massey of Community Rowing Inc in Boston, had finished second in their heat (behind the Essex boat) and in the semi Final behind the Mexican national double.

